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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Happy New Year! It was exciting to 
ring in the New Year and to look 
forward to what the year will bring 
and the ways we will work together 
to share the good news of Jesus Christ responding to the gifts 
that have first been given to us.   

Spiritual gifts are given to us in Baptism.  Not every 
Christian has every spiritual gift. Most Christians have just a few 
spiritual gifts, and they may even change over time as we 
mature and as God leads us into new ministries and tasks. The 
needs of the church and our own maturity as Christians are 
strong determinants of our spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts are 
different from talents in that a talent is a special aptitude or 
ability that you have and you may or may not use it.  Spiritual 
gifts are those talents and special abilities that have been given 
to you that are used to build up the body of Christ.   

I give thanks to God for each of you and the gifts that 
you share: within this body of Christ, to me personally and to 
those who have yet to hear that are hungering for a word of 
hope.  Using out gifts we not only build up the body of Christ be 
we build relationships as well.  Some have the gift of music or 
serving or teaching or administration and others.  I pray that 
Gloria Dei will be a place where each of us is encouraged to 
discover our spiritual gifts and we will be an open and 
empowering place for you to use your gifts to build up the body 
of Christ. 

None of us know exactly what the New Year will bring 
but we are certain of God’s faithfulness to care and watch over 
us as we journey together.  In this New Year I encourage you 
to discover your gifts and commit to use them for the glory of 
God. 
Pastor Rosemary 
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God’s Work... 
Our Hands 
 
 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church at work in the 
Community and the World 
 

All Island Denominations 
(A.I.D.) is an ecumenical network 
of Anna Maria Island Churches 
that works together to provide 
assistance to people in emergency 
need.    
Ecumenical Service for the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity will be 
held January 31st at CrossPointe 
Fellowship (formerly Island Baptist 
Church) at 7pm. 
 
Florida Blood Services 
The Bloodmobile is scheduled for 
February 21, 2010. To have 
optimal donations, donors need to 
schedule 56 days between 
donations.  Even if you are unable 
to give tell a friend or neighbor or 
bring some juice and cookies. 
 
Our Daily Bread 
Each day food preparers gather in 
the kitchen and servers take their 
place to serve homeless men, 

women and children.  Our next 
day to serve is Sunday January 
17th.  Mark your calendars now. 

January – shampoo and combs 
February – socks and toothpaste 
DIAPERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED 

 

Quilters 
From the quilts for the soldiers to 
the gifts for the migrant workers 
and the quilts we send to Church 
World Service our quilters are 
busy each week. Every Tuesday 
they gather to cut, sew, iron and 
piece the quilts that share God’s 
love around the World.  Donations 
of sheets, fabric, batting, and 
thread are always welcome. 
 
Family Promise at Roser 
Community Church 
Gloria Dei will host the families on 
Friday evening January 29th at 
Roser Church beginning with the 
meal 5-8pm and then providing 
overnight hosts.
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Choir Risers 
When we explored the possibility of constructing the Risers for the Gloria Dei 

Church Choir, we realized quickly that the framing material, the flooring and the 
hand rails could be very expensive. The wood flooring everyone chose would be 
$1200.  The price of the hand railing was also shocking. Newell posts would be 
$100 each and we needed 8.  The flooring became affordable when all agreed to 
use laminate at 1/3 the cost of real hardwood.   

We approached John, the owner of Manatee Lumber.  John listened to our 
story about not being able to afford $100 Newell posts and our need for Risers at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.  Then John suggested maple, not oak. John has 
suffered a sever stroke so you must give him time to express his ideas.  John 
offered us 8’ maple pieces at $20 each (vs. $100).  Yes, John said they would 
have to be finished and fluting added so John, who can do that? Our obvious 
question. Clyde Redmond was his answer.  In the end, John ended up “selling” 
us lots of maple not only for the Newell posts but for the top railing also.   

Clyde Redmond has a small shop off 301 Expressway and 63 Ave.  We worked 
with Clyde to fabricate the railing that somewhat matched the Alter railing. We 
showed Clyde photos of the fluting, the Alter, the location where we intended to 
build the Risers.  He was a very easy guy to work with. 

Sometime, maybe our third visit, Clyde dropped the bomb.  He was an Acolyte 
at GDLC as a boy.  His family had lived on the Island and was members of GDLC 
from 1967 to 1975.  Clyde remembered many details about the church to include 
worshipping in ankle deep water before the windows in the roof were replaced. 
And Clyde Jr. and Clyde Sr. have a different story about the leaking skylights in 
the roof.  Apparently the original contractor decided to cut out, remove a beam 
that was in the walk way between the narthex and the Alter.  The contractor 
deduced that the beam was not supporting anything so he cut it out.  The Beam 
however was not for support a load but holding down the roof and prevents 
flexing of the roof under wind load.  Flexing compromised the window joints, the 
reason for leaking skylights.  The reason for the leaking windows remains in 
contention but Walter Kramer confirms that a cut off beam remains in the A/C 
crawl way. 

Clyde Redmond Jr. tolerated our not knowing what we really wanted.  Of 
course, we knew what it should look like but was it to be 2.75” or 3.25”.  So the 
guy who served an Acolyte from 1967 to 1975 is the one responsible for the 
precise angle of the top rail, the fluting in the front Newell posts. 
Judith and I had fun working with Clyde Jr.  We also hope we have made a new 
friend. 
 
Judith Neale  and  Donald Good 
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FELLOWSHIP 

Men’s Breakfast is January 16th 
and February 20th at Gloria Dei. 
Please call ahead or fill out your 
tear-off in worship to give us your 
intention so that we may prepare 
enough food for everyone.  
 

A Night Out to Dinner…. We 
continue with our monthly “Out to 
Dinner with Friends” night each 
month. If you have a favorite spot 
that you would like to meet one 
month please let us know. 
Updates will be made in the 
weekly bulletins. 
 
Gloria Dei will Serve Family 
Promise….On January 29th we 
will be serving dinner at Roser 
Church to 10 to 12 people who are 
part of Family Promise. We must 
provide the meal as well as the 
help in serving. Please see the 
sign up sheet in the Fellowship 
Hall if you are willing to make 

something or if you are willing to 
help in serving. 
 
The Gloria Dei Cookbook is 
coming along nicely…..If you 
have submitted a recipe for the 
Gloria Dei Cookbook it is much 
appreciated. The deadline to get 
the recipes in is fast approaching 
so don’t be shut out! 
 

January 31st is Potluck 
Sunday! Please join in Fellowship 
and enjoy a potluck meal. There is 
a sign up sheet in the Fellowship 
Hall if you are willing to bring a 
dish to share.  
 
Can You Help in Fellowship? 
Helping hands are always needed 
because of the many things that 
are hopping and happening at 
Gloria Dei. If you are willing to 
pitch in either sign up or see Lolly, 
Norma (778-9356) or Ellen.
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Coming Up 

WORSHIP TIME 
CHANGE FEBRUARY 
7TH  
Like to worship and get our to 
the beach?   
Like to sleep in a little 
longer???  
We are adding a second 
Sunday morning worship 
service beginning Feb. 7th to 
run through Easter.  Early 
service at 8am and later 
service at 10:30am. 
 

ANNUAL 
CONGREGATION 
MEETING 
Mark your calendars now and 
plan to attend our annual 
Congregation meeting on 
Sunday February 7th at 
11:45am.  Elections for church 
council and presentation of 
the annual Spending Plan will 
be covered.  Come and give 

your ideas for 2010 as we 
serve God together. 
 
SOUPER BOWL OF 
CARING 
As football and commercial 
enthusiasts watch the Super 
Bowl in Miami many in 
communities and throughout 
our state go hungry.  During 
worship over the weekend 
Feb. 6th and 7th we will be 
passing golden soup kettles to 
collect money for the “Souper 
Bowl of Caring.”  This is a 
young people’s grass root 
campaign to end world 
hunger. 
 
NEW SENIOR ADULT 

MINISTRY 
Do you like 
Bridge, Board 
Games, WII or 
other games???  
Would you like 

to be in on the ground floor of 
our new ministry?  Mark your 
calendars now and come and 
bring your ideas for recreation 
and fellowship to our kick off 
meeting Thursday January 
28th at 4pm. 
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CAROLING, CAROLING, CAROLING we 
go…Christmas bells are ringing. 
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Christmas--Epiphany Worship at Gloria Dei  
January 3rd—2nd Sun. of Christmas 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a 
hymn to the Word through whom all things 
were created. This Word became flesh and 
brought grace and truth to the world. 
 

Epiphany Eve—January 5th  
Epiphany means "manifestation." We 
celebrate the revelation of Christ to the 
Gentiles—that is, to all nations. Some 
Christian traditions celebrate three great 
epiphanies on this day: the magi's 
adoration of the Christ child, Jesus' 
baptism in the Jordan River, and his 
first miracle, in which he changes water 
into wine. The word and sacraments are 
for us the great epiphany of God's grace 
and mercy. We go forth to witness to the 
light that shines brightly in our midst. 
 

January 10th   
Baptism of Our Lord 
The reading opens with questions about 
the identity of the Messiah. John the 
Baptist insists that he is not the 
Messiah; instead he points ahead to one 
who is coming. And whether the voice of 
God was heard by all or only by Jesus, 
God settles the matter: Jesus is God's 
beloved Son. 
 

January 17th 2 Epiphany 
Turning water to wine at the wedding at 
Cana is described as the first of Jesus' 
signs. Through many such epiphanies, 
Jesus reveals that he bears God's 
creative power and joyful presence into 
the world. 
 

 
 

January 24th 3 Epiphany  
Near the beginning of Jesus' public 
ministry, he visits his hometown of 
Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he 
states and claims his identity, purpose, 
and mission. 
 

January 31st 4 Epiphany 
People in Jesus' hometown are initially 
pleased when he says that God will free 
the oppressed. Their pleasure turns to 
rage when he reminds them that God's 
prophetic mission typically pushes 
beyond human boundaries so that 
mercy and healing are extended to those 
regarded as outsiders. 
 

February 7th 5 Epiphany 
Jesus' teaching of God's word has begun 
to draw great crowds. For Simon, James, 
and John, Jesus' teaching inspires 
hospitality, then obedience, and then 
risk. After Jesus' creative power is 
revealed, fear and amazement lead these 
three fishermen to leave everything 
behind in order to become apostles. 
 

February 14th Transfiguration 
 The conversation about Jesus' suffering 
and death is enclosed in a dazzling 
foreshadowing of the resurrection. God 
affirms Jesus' identity, the disciples are 
stunned speechless, and Jesus resumes 
his mission with a demonstration of his 
power over evil. 
 

February 17th Ash Wednesday 
Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting 
and repentance as we begin our journey 
to the baptismal waters of Easter. As we 
hear in today's readings, now is the 
acceptable time to return to the Lord.   
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CCoonncceerrtt  SSeerriieess  BBeeggiinnss  AAnneeww  
GGlloorriiaa  DDeeii  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrcchh 

 
Our concert series will begin in January 2010 and here is the line-up, a 
brochure is in the works to advertise our Concert Series! 
  
 January 10th, 2010 at 4 PM – The Gulf Coast Flute Choir – Cindy 
Bruce, Director. The Gulf Coast Flute Choir is well known throughout 
Bradenton, and we are so very happy to host them at Gloria Dei – if you’ve 
never heard them, don’t miss this concert, they are a rare and wonderful 
musical treat in our area. 
 
 February 7th, 2010 at 4 PM – David Cubillos Jazz Ensemble. Many of 
you know David as our keyboard accompanist for our Contemporary 
Worship Service on Saturday. He is a gifted musician and his group will 
provide a wonderful afternoon of beautiful music. 
   
 March 14th, 2010 at 4 PM – Bradenton Musica Sacra – Dr. Robert 
Parrish, Director. This is the choir that I sing with on Monday evenings, and 
we perform only Sacred Music from all periods. The choir is comprised of 
about 24 singers from Sarasota and Bradenton. Come and experience our 
ethereal sounds! 

Refreshments and time to Meet & Greet will follow each concert! 
   
 All concerts are Free and Open to the Public – so spread the word and bring 
your friends! Help us make a great success of our concert series! 
The Music Ministry is on the move, the Spirit is Alive! 
 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

David Stasney,Director of Music 
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January Birthdays 
 

6th  Jeanne Finn 19th  Virginia Landis 
6th  Raymond Paysour 24th  Andrew Frasier 
7th  Susan Bonser 28th  Rhonda 

Borstelmann 
13th  Vera North 31st  Gerald Doeden 
    

Anniversaries 
 

Donald Good & Judith Neale   Jan. 12th  
George & Betty Garver  Jan. 26th  
Karin & Gerhard John   Jan. 30th   
Gail & Nick Patsios   Jan. 16th   
 

February Birthdays 
 

2/5  Cynthia Peterfeso 
        Sue Rathbun 

2/17  Ursula Stemm 

2/7        Betty Swope 2/24  Ken Fuchs 
2/9        Carol Buhr 2/25  Gail Patsios 
2/15  Carol Stene  
 
(If you have a birthday and are not listed please 

let the office know. We want everyone 
recognized on their birthday) 
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GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“God’s Work, Our Hands” 

 
6608 Marina Drive 

 Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 
 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 9-4 
Telephone 941.778.1813 

Fax:  941.778.9101 
Email gdlami@verizon.net 

Website: www.gloriadeilutheran.com 
CCLI #144652 

Rev. Rosemary W. Backer, Pastor 
David Stasney, Organist & Choir Director 

Kim Phillips, Office Administrator 
Dolores Dunn, Domestic Engineer 

 
Richard Baker ‘11 
 
 
Bill Wamester ‘11 
 
Shirley Mundell 11 
Bill Stemm ‘11 
Lavinia Bailey ‘11 
Donald Good ‘11 
Ted Griffith ‘09 
Rein Mueller ‘11 
Beverly Orchard ‘11 
Brian Orr ‘10 
Norma Wamester ‘11 
 
     RuthAnn Jacobson 

President 
Worship & Music 

Committee 
Vice-President 
Finance Team 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Caring Board 
Stewardship Board 

Property 
Property 

 
 

Fellowship-Special 
Events 

Altar Guild 
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