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Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ, 
 Black Friday is looming… 
newspaper sale inserts have been 
delivered and television 
advertisements are enticing us to 
find bargains and deals as we have never seen…even the 
internet deals are ratcheting up with hourly sales and offers. 
Shopping for the perfect gift or a long list of gifts can consume 
our time and energy.  As we move through the busyness of the 
shopping, cooking and decorating this season, I encourage you 
to focus once again on the gift of God to us—Jesus, Immanuel -
God with us.   
 The focus of the story is about the wondrous birth of our 
Savior, Jesus. It begins with Joseph and his very pregnant wife, 
Mary, journeying from their home to Bethlehem on a donkey. 
They are unable to find a room and through the help of the 
innkeeper they are offered only the protection and warmth of a 
stable. Mary delivers her baby and all she can do is wrap Him in 
a few cloths and place Him in a manger. 
 You all know the story well. The story didn’t begin with 
gift giving -- it wasn’t about what Mary and Joseph were able to 
give each other or what they were able to give to their new 
baby, it was about what God gave to them and to us. Christmas 
is celebrating God’s gift to us. Nothing more, nothing less.   
 God gifts us with this wonderful community of Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church and the work that he sets before us in our 
mission and ministry together.  God’s Work, Our Hands shapes 
our direction and focus.  We have accomplished many things in 
this last year and I look forward with great anticipation our 
work together in the coming year.  These are the lasting gifts 
that fulfill us as Christians--the gift of a Savior, which brings 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life for all who believe in Him.   

Pastor Rosemary 
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God’s Work... 
Our Hands 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church at work 
in the Community and the World 
 

All Island Denominations (A.I.D.) 
is an ecumenical network of Anna Maria 
Island Churches that works together to 
provide assistance to people in 
emergency need.  One-time financial 
assistance for rent or utility payments is 
available.  Food assistance is offered 
through Roser Memorial Church.  If you 
are in need or know of an individual or 
family in need please contact the church 
office or 725-AIDE. 

 

Florida Blood Services 
The Bloodmobile is scheduled for 
December 6th and then to plan ahead we 
have scheduled February 21, 2010. To 
have optimal donations, donors need to 
schedule 56 days between donations.  
Even if you are unable to give tell a 
friend or neighbor or bring some juice 
and cookies. 
 

Our Daily Bread 
Each day food preparers gather in the 
kitchen and servers take their place to 
serve homeless men, women and 
children.  Several days last month 350 
meals were served.  On Saturday 
December 19th Gloria Dei will take bags 

of toiletries and T-shirts to hand out 
after lunch.  Our next day to serve is 
Sunday January 17th.  Mark your 
calendars now. 

December – soap and baby wipes 
January – shampoo and combs 

February – socks and toothpaste 
DIAPERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED 

 

Project 5000 
Along with the daily meal at Our Daily 
Bread, grocery bags of food are prepared 
for the homeless.  The list of foods to be 
purchased is on the front of the bag.  
One bag should feed 1-2 people for 2-3 
days.  A larger family gets several bags. 
A great suggestion-- ask your neighbors 
for help in filling the bags. 
 

Quilters 
From the quilts for the soldiers to the 
gifts for the migrant workers and the 
quilts we send to Church World Service 
our quilters are busy each week. Every 
Tuesday they gather to cut, sew, iron 
and piece the quilts that share God’s 
love around the World.  Donations of 
sheets, fabric, batting, and thread are 
always welcome. 
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CARING BOARD  

Caring Board Meeting Minutes 
November 4, 2009 
In Attendance: Gail Patsios, Pastor Rosemary, Ellen Mueller, Vera Kersell, Mary Miller 

and Olga Ippedico 
Meeting opened with prayer at 10:35am. 

1. Eucharistic Ministry: 
a. Don and Lavinia are visiting Vivian Ianiri, The Doeden’s, Richard Ross, Bud 

Edgren 
b. Birgit and John are visiting Louise Johnston 
c. Pastor will see if Vera and Mel Miller would like to join 

 
2. Nursery 

a. Halley doesn’t always call in advance when she is to be absent.  
b. Consideration will be made to pay someone in 2010. 
c. Vera will sit until Halley or someone else arrives. 

 
3. Prayer Chain – additions 

a. Joanna Alphonse – critical birth issues 
b. Cathy Clark (Pastor’s sister) 
c. Jessica, Olga’s daughter – broken bones in foot 
d. Abigail (Bob & Sue Rathbun’s granddaughter) low birth weight 
e. Mike Mulyck 

4. Sponsors for New Members – a list will be made 
5. Freedom Village Chapel Service 

a. fourth Friday of the month at 11am with the exception of December and 
that will be the 18th  

b. Gail will help 
 

6. New Business 
a. Ken Schadt’s Memorial service will be held Nov 27th  
b. Mark Krauss will have his hearing at the Manatee Co. Court House on Nov 

20th. The scholarship has been reinstated. He is facing 15 charges. It will 
help if church members attend his hearing. 

c. Budget – Jan 1st to Nov 1st $30 was spent. Budget for 2010 $600 for 
nursery. 

7. Next Meeting Dec. 2nd @ 10:30am. 
 
Minutes submitted by Mary Miller 
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FELLOWSHIP 

Men‟s Breakfast is December 19th at 

Gloria Dei. Please call ahead or fill out your 
tear-off in worship to give us your intention 
so that we may prepare enough food for 
everyone.  
 

A Night Out to Dinner…. We are 

beginning our monthly ―Out to Dinner with 
Friends‖ night. On December 17th we will be 
meeting at Slim’s at 5:30. If you have a 
favorite spot that you would like to meet 
one month please let us know. 
 

Christmas Cookie Sunday in 
Fellowship….December 27th will be a 

gathering of Christmas sweets. Please sign 
up in the fellowship hall to bring a tin of 
Christmas cookies to share. What a perfect 

time to gather and talk about your 
Christmas holiday. 
 

Pastor Rosemary‟s Annual 
Open House is scheduled for January 

3rd at 11:30am at the parsonage. Don’t miss 
this wonderful opportunity to visit with the 
Pastor at her home. There will be a sign up 
sheet if you are willing to bring a dish to 
share for the luncheon. 
 

CAN YOU HELP IN 
FELLOWSHIP? Helping hands are 

always needed because of the many things 
that are hopping and happening at Gloria 
Dei. If you are willing to pitch in either sign 
up or see Lolly, Norma (778-9356) or Ellen.

  

   Coming Up 
Are you crafty? Do you do 

woodworking? Quilting? Knitting? Painting? 
If so we have the event for you. On 
December 5th we will have a Handcraft’s 
bazaar here at Gloria Dei that is put on by 
our wonderful quilters. The items that will 
be for sale are handcrafted items only 
(many made by our quilters) and there is 
sure to be an array of crafts. Please put this 
date on your calendar and start making 
your crafts. If you aren’t crafty….as some of 
us aren’t….you are welcome to come and 
work at the bazaar and help out in that 
way.  

Let‟s get 
cookin‟!  
Please start going 
through all your recipe’s because Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church is planning on making a 
cook book! This fall the gathering of 
information and the layout of a cookbook 
will begin. Mandy Baker and Shirley Mundell 
have offered to head our efforts to produce 
something that can be shared with all. 
So…..dig out those old recipes, make copies 
of your favorite’s and share them with us! 
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INANCE 
The finance committee reviews and discusses both 

amounts taken in and amounts spent by Gloria Dei.  The 
following are issues which always affect the financial health of the congregation: 

 Amounts given by members and visitors are larger in early and late months of 
the year, with the most donated in December.  Therefore, summer months are 
challenging ones from a bill paying perspective. 

 Special giving by members and others allows for non-budgeted projects and 
items to be purchased, but does NOT increase the amount available to pay for 
operating expenses. 

 Thus, overall giving may be increased, but money to pay operating bills may 
be insufficient.  Money earmarked to specific items such as education, 
memorials, etc. cannot be used for shortfalls in the operating budget. 

 Some amounts budgeted for expenses, such as insurance are estimates and 
others, such as salaries are known.  When actual bills exceed estimates, 
managing within the budget is challenging. 

 Money from Mission/Enduring Fund has been authorized by the Church Council 
to be used to pay some operating expenses for five years, ending after 2010.  
Gloria Dei Education Fund can be used to support Vacation Bible School, Sunday 
School, the Youth Leader position, scholarships and any other educational 
activities. 

2009 is a year where there have been positive and negative financial news. 

 Giving has increased when compared to this time in 2009. 
 The increase has been larger in ―special giving‖, than in operating funds. 
 The damaged sign will be replaced by the insurance company.  
 Expenses are increased over budgeted amounts due largely to repair expenses 

(air conditioning, dishwasher) and much higher than estimated insurance costs. 
 
We are currently, therefore over budget in spending.  This has necessitated a larger 
than budgeted contribution from Mission/Enduring Fund to the operating budget.  We 
are hopeful that our December giving will not only pay operating expense, but also 
allow for some return to M/E Fund. We look forward to your additional support in 
this need.   
We continue to discuss ways to cut operating expense without putting the growth and 
mission of Gloria Dei in jeopardy. 
 
We are optimistic about our growth in membership, about the increases in giving and 
will try to reduce some expenses.  We look forward to the challenge of budgeting and 
managing in 2010. 

F 
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       TEWARDSHIP 
But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully 2 Corinthians 9:6 

 Members of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church should be excited by our 
accomplishments in 2009.  We have reached out spiritually and monetarily to our 
community as well as providing our members with an environment in which to enjoy 
worship. Shall we as a Church of God continue to joyfully spread God’s word and do 
God’s work or, because of worries about budgets and funding, pull back into a safe 
shell and ―sow sparingly‖?   
 We have just completed our Fall Stewardship campaign and many of you have 
pledged to contribute to support the Gloria Dei ministry.  Of 102 envelopes mailed out, 
36 were returned. Many Lutherans do not respond to pledge requests.  You generously 
support a need when that need is identified. Only 35% of the Faith Promise cards were 
returned. Yes, it is hard to commit in light of our Nation’s current economy. 
 Most members understand congregational giving is extremely important but take a 
rather passive interest. The Stewardship Committee is ―handling that‖. But when so 
many members do not return their pledge cards, we are not providing the information 
so necessary to allow Staff and Council to plan a realistic budget for the coming year.  
In 2008 our expenditures were near $225,000. At year’s end we had received 
approximately $140,000 in gifts. Remaining expenditures were covered by withdrawing 
from the Mission Enduring Fund. The Faith Promise cards returned on Christ is King 
Sunday contained pledges for $68,435.  Our budget for the growth and missions we all 
believe necessary and our obligation to Christ will be near $210,000.  Because our 
pledges support only 1/3rd of our plan to do God’s work, we must ask each member to 
consider increasing their 2010 giving.  If you have already pledged an increase, God 
bless you.  If you have not pledged, please remember all the special projects we have 
accomplished this past year. The Temple Talks presented the last 3 weeks of November 
highlighted the many wonderful things accomplished during 2009. Please, help to 
support our church family and the community again in 2010. The goal is to achieve full 
funding for our ―growth‖ budget. Consider this simple math.  If each household in the 
congregation increased their gifts by $5 a week, assuming we serve 110 member 
households, the $5 is $550/week times 52 weeks for an increase of $28,600.  A $10 
increase per week would be $57,200, an amount which would approach full funding of 
our ministry. If we do not realize an increase in gifts, we will either need to ―sow 
sparingly‖ or withdraw from the Mission Enduring Fund to support our expenditures.  
That fund can not continue to sustain yearly withdrawals.   
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD your God 
which He has given you.  Deuteronomy 16:17 
 With our member’s committed support, we can reach our goals together, 
securing the future of our Christian family and Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.  
Donald Good, Chair 

  S 
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THANK YOU  
TO GOD‟S PEOPLE AT GLORIA 
DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH AND 
PASTOR ROSEMARY BACKER  
 Thanks so much for the blessing 
of your presence at my installation on 
Sunday afternoon! It meant a great deal 
to me that you and the choir shared this 
new beginning with us. It occurred to 
me during the celebration that it is no 
mistake I am here, and that I am 
certainly not alone! Please let David 
know how much we appreciated his 
leadership in preparing your choir to 
support our folks up here. We look 
forward to an opportunity to support 
you and the people of Gloria Dei 
sometime in the future. Continue to 
pray for us as we discern God’s will for 
King of Kings, and be assured that you 
will be in our prayers as well. 
God’s richest blessings, 

Pastor Steve Kauffman, King of 

Kings 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE 
FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE for 

the extra duties that you took upon 
yourselves for the Bukoba Choir visit. 
Your willingness to go the extra mile 
was really appreciated by all. This 
committee also deserves a round of 
applause for the festive Oktoberfest that 
they put on. As usual it was a huge 
success. Thank You!!! 
 

THANK YOU HOST FAMILIES 
for the hospitality that you showed the 
Bukoba Choir during their visit. For 
them, as well as for us, every minute 
was learning experience of another 
culture. 
 

OUR ARTIST IN RESIDENCE 
AND WOOD WORKER 
DESERVE A BIG THANK YOU. 
Thank you Elsie Tamson for designing 
the new manger. Thank you to Mike 
Mulyck for building the new manger. We 
are so fortunate to have you both as 
part of the Gloria Dei family. 

 
THANK YOU ALL, for your 

confidence and for affording me the 
privilege of serving on Council this past 
year.  It has been a very rewarding and 
learning experience I will always 
remember. You are truly a congregation 
full of wonderful and caring people and 
I will continue to learn and serve to the 
best of my abilities for the next two 
years. Thanks again for your support!     
Shirley Mundell, Council secretary 
 
 

IT‟S GIFT GIVING TIME! The 

ELCA has put together a gift book and 
we have it in the office if you wish to 
purchase anything from it.



The Trumpeter December 2009  8 

  
    

   

 Worship in Community at Gloria Dei 
Advent Mid-Week 

Soup Suppers 
They’re back…our time of fellowship in 
preparing for Jesus coming.  We will 
gather for a meal of soup and bread just 
prior to Advent mid-week worship 
6:15pm on December 2nd, 9th and 16th.  If 
you can help by preparing soup or bread 
please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Holden Evening Prayer 
Prepare your hearts and minds for the 
coming of our Savior by attending our 
Wednesday evening Advent services-- 

7:00pm in the sanctuary. We will once 
again be using the Holden Evening 
Prayer Service. This is a beautiful way to 
await the birth of Jesus. If you would 
like to attend but do not like to drive at 
night, please contact the church office. 
 

Poinsettia Orders 
Help us adorn our chancel and altar 
with poinsettias.  Forms are available in 
the narthex and due by the 18th.  Plants 
are $7 each and are available for pickup 
after church on December 27th.  
 

Christmas Caroling 
Are your ―pipes‖ rusty?  Do you need to 
warm them up getting ready for all the 
Christmas carols we will sing in the 
Christmas Season?  Come join the choir 
on Sunday evening December 20th as we 
go caroling around the island.  If you 
know someone who should be visited 

please call the church office.  We’ll end 
up at the Fellowship Hall for 
refreshments. 
 

Lessons and Carols for Christmas 
The season of Christmas continues as we 
worship God with scripture and carols.  
On the weekend of December 26-27 we 
will hear the stories of scripture that 
foretell and proclaim the birth of Jesus.  
Genesis 1:1–5, 14–18 
In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth… 
Micah 5:2–5a 
From you shall come forth for me one 
who is to rule in Israel… 
Luke 1:26–35, 38 
Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant 
of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word."  
Matthew 1:18–25 
The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel, 
which means, "God is with us."  
Luke 2:8–20 
The shepherds said to one another, "Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us."   
Matthew 2:1–11 
Wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews?  
John 1:1–14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 
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Advent-Christmas Worship at Gloria Dei  
Advent Worship 
Advent is about the "coming days." 
God's people have always lived in great 
expectation, but that expectation finds 
specific, repeated enunciation in the 
texts appointed for these four weeks. 

Advent 1 Nov. 28-29 
Luke 21:25-36 God will fulfill God's 

purposes and, already, hidden signs of 

that fulfillment abound.  

Advent 2 Dec. 5-6 
Luke 3:1-6 John the Baptist herald’s the 
way of the Lord, whose way is prepared 
by "repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins."  

Advent 3 Dec. 12-13 
Luke 3:7-18 John the Baptist heralds the 
mighty one "who is coming."  

Advent 4 Dec. 19 & 20 
Luke 1: 39-55 In Elizabeth's inspired 
greeting and Mary's song of praise we 
hear of a saving God who remembers, 
scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 

The Nativity of Our Lord 
In the familiar account of Christ's birth, 
the evening sky is bright with the 
heavenly host singing, "Glory to God in 
the highest." Amid our broken world we 

proclaim that the prince of peace is born 
among us. God comes to us in human 
flesh—in Christ's body and blood—so 
that we may be bearers of divine light to 
all the world. 
 

Christmas Eve 
God's greatest gift comes as a baby in a 
manger. Angels announce the "good 
news of great joy" and proclaim God's 
blessing of peace. Carols, Candlelight 
and Holy Communion will shape our 
Festival Worship as we gather once 
again to behold the new born King.  
Special Music begins at 6:30pm and 
10pm just prior to 7pm and 10:30pm.  
 

Christmas Day 
On this Christmas morning the people of 
God gather to celebrate the birth of the 
Word made flesh, Christ our Lord. The 
meaning of Christmas is made clear: the 
light shines in the darkness.   Worship at 
9:30am. 
 

Lessons and Carols 
December 26th and 27th we gather to 
sing familiar carols and hear once again 
the scriptures foretelling Jesus’ birth.

CHRISTMAS EVE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
Dec. 24th at 6:30pm                    Special Music 
Dec. 24th at 7pm                         Festival Candle light Worship 
Dec. 24th at 10pm                       Special Music 
Dec. 24th at 10:30pm                  Festival Candle light Worship 

CHRISTMAS DAY NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
Dec. 25th at 9:30am                     Festival Worship 

CHRISTMAS 1 
Dec. 26th at 5:00pm                     Lessons and Carols 
Dec. 27th at 9:30am          Lessons and Carols 
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  TThhee  MMuussiicc  MMiinniissttrryy  aatt  GGlloorriiaa  DDeeii 

 

Our concert series will begin in January 2010 and here is the line-up, a brochure is in the works 

to advertise our Concert Series! 

 

 January 10th, 2010 at 4 PM – The Gulf Coast Flute Choir – Cindy Bruce, Director. 
The Gulf Coast Flute Choir is well known throughout Bradenton, and we are so very happy to 
host them at Gloria Dei – if you’ve never heard them, don’t miss this concert, they are a rare and 
wonderful musical treat in our area. 

 

February 7th, 2010 at 4 PM – David Cubillos Jazz Ensemble. Many of you know David as 

our keyboard accompanist for our Contemporary Worship Service on Saturday. He is a gifted 
musician and his group will provide a wonderful afternoon of beautiful music. 

  

 March 14th, 2010 at 4 PM – Bradenton Musica Sacra – Dr. Robert Parrish, Director. 
This is the choir that I sing with on Monday evenings, and we perform only Sacred Music from all 
periods. The choir is comprised of about 24 singers from Sarasota and Bradenton. Come and 
experience our ethereal sounds! 

Refreshments and time to Meet & Greet will follow each concert! 
 All concerts are Free and Open to the Public – so spread the word and bring your friends! Help 
us make a great success of our concert series! 
The Music Ministry is on the move, the Spirit is Alive! 

 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

David Stasney,  Director of Music 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have a December birthday or anniversary and it is not listed we do apologize. Please let the 
office know – 778-1813 – we want everyone to be recognized on their special day! 

BIRTHDAYS 
3rd 
8th 

Brian Orr 
Doris Hilgeman 

14th  Lyn Sprinkle 
17th Shirley Cassel 

ANNIVERSARIES 
3rd  John and Susan Bonser 
29th  Kathy and Kevin Dunn 



 

The Trumpeter December 2009  11  
     

   

 



 

The Trumpeter December 2009  12  
     

   

 
 

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“God‟s Work, Our Hands” 

 
6608 Marina Drive 

 Holmes Beach, Florida 34217 
 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 9-4 
Telephone 941.778.1813 

Fax:  941.778.9101 
Email gdlami@verizon.net 

Website: www.gloriadeilutheran.com 
CCLI #144652 

Rev. Rosemary W. Backer, Pastor 
David Stasney, Organist & Choir Director 

Kim Phillips, Office Administrator 
Dolores Dunn, Domestic Engineer 

 
Richard Baker „11 
 
 
Bill Wamester „11 
 
Shirley Mundell 11 
Bill Stemm „11 
Lavinia Bailey „11 
Donald Good „11 
Ted Griffith „09 
Rein Mueller „11 
Beverly Orchard „11 
Brian Orr „10 
Norma Wamester „11 
 
     RuthAnn Jacobson 

President 
Worship & Music 

Committee 
Vice-President 
Finance Team 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Caring Board 
Stewardship Board 

Property 
Property 

 
 

Fellowship-Special 
Events 

Altar Guild 
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